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About the SDSN
The Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), launched in
2012, mobilizes global scientific and technological expertise to promote
practical problem solving for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and the Paris Climate Agreement. The SDSN was established by and
works under the auspices of the United Nations Secretary-General. The
SDSN supports the implementation of the SDGs at local, national, and
global scales, in collaboration with UN agencies, multilateral financing institutions, the private sector, governments, and civil society.
A Leadership Council of approximately 100 global leaders oversees the
SDSN. Professor Jeffrey Sachs of Columbia University is Director of the
SDSN, and the SDSN Secretariat is hosted by the SDSN Association, a nonprofit organization which has offices in Paris, New Delhi, and New York.
The SDSN’s work is organized around 4 priorities for the Sustain-able Development Goals and Paris Climate Agreement:

Policy analysis and implementation tools

Solution networks

Education for sustainable development

Outreach and mobilization

2

3

Policy Analysis and Implementation Tools for the
SDGs and Paris Climate Agreement
The SDSN focuses on the implementation of the 17 SDGs and the Paris
Climate Agreement. The Secretariat and SDSN’s 750+ member institutions produce technical resources to support planning, policy development, and implementation of these international commitments. These
resources benefit from the input of National & Regional Networks and
Thematic Networks, and are in turn put into practice by the networks.

SDG Index and Dashboards
The SDSN and the Bertelsmann Stiftung have
been publishing the annual SDG Index & Dashboards Global Re-port since 2016. The report
uses publicly-available data to establish country baselines for the SDGs and help set priorities for early action. Each year the report focuses on key issues for the SDGs, such as international spill-overs (actions by one country
that impact another), and national implementation mechanisms, such as policies and programs. An interactive website allows users to
explore the data, compare country performance, and more. The SDSN produces additional SDG-related indices
with other partners, including Achieving a Sustainable Urban America and
the Africa SDG Index and Dashboard Report, which apply the same methodology to a different context. An index for sustainable production and
consumption is in preparation.
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World Happiness Report & Global Happiness Policy Report
The World Happiness Report is a landmark annual survey of the state of global happiness
that ranks 156 countries by their happiness levels. With millions of downloads, it continues to
gain global recognition as governments, academia, and civil society organizations increasingly use happiness indicators to inform policymaking and public discussions on development
priorities. The 2018 World Happiness Report, in
addition to the overall country rankings, surveyed and ranked 117 countries by the happiness of their immigrants. A separate Global Happiness Policy Report, coproduced for the first time in 2018 with the Global Happiness Council,
explores policy options that governments can consider for advancing
happiness.

Getting Started Guides for SDG implementation
Getting Started with the SDGs aims to support
stakeholders, including governments at all levels, to understand the SDGs, start an inclusive
dialogue on SDG implementation, and prepare
SDG-based national development strategies
(or align existing plans and strategies with the
SDGs). More targeted guides have also been
developed for cities (Getting Stated with the
SDGs in Cities) and universities (Getting started
with the SDGs in Universities).
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Pathway Projects
Achieving the SDGs and implementing the Paris Agreement will require
deep transformations, including for countries’ energy systems, land-use
and food systems, and cities. Successful transformations require unprecedented problem solving, stakeholder engagement, long-term planning,
and directed technological change. The SDSN, in collaboration with a
range of partners, develops transformation pathways that back-cast from
long-term goals, such as zero net greenhouse gas emissions stipulated by
the Paris Agreement, to map out how these goals can be achieved.
FABLE
Land-use choices dramatically affect sustainable development through
impacts on food production, greenhouse gas emissions, biodiversity loss,
freshwater use, forestry, health, and more. Today’s land-use and food
systems are not sustainable, and countries don’t know how to make them
so. In response, the SDSN and the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) launched the Food, Agriculture, Biodiversity, Land
Use and Energy (FABLE) Pathways Consortium in 2017. Operating as part
of the global Food and Land-Use Coalition, the consortium currently comprises about 20 country and regional teams of leading research institutions. Consortium members collaborate to implement geospatial and
partial equilibrium models in their respective countries and develop integrated long-term pathways towards sustainable land-use and food systems. These pathways integrate food production, biodiversity, greenhouse gas emissions, water, and other relevant dimensions to support
more sustainable and equitable land-use practices. The FABLE analyses
will also assess international spillover effects to ensure that national
pathways are not in conflict with global objectives. Individual country
teams will analyze results and provide policy guidance to governments.
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TWI2050
The World in 2050, coordinated by IIASA with contributions from the
SDSN, mobilizes the world’s leading integrated assessment teams to develop interconnected pathways for achieving the SDGs at a global scale.
The initiative will integrate all major biophysical, social, economic, and
environmental dimensions. The analysis will be disaggregated to major
world regions and inform their visions towards sustainable development.
DDPP
The Deep Decarbonization Pathways Project (DDPP), co-founded by the
SDSN and Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI), prepares national pathways towards carbon-neutral energy
systems that will help achieve the goal of limiting the rise in global temperatures to well below 2°C. National research teams from the 16 highest
emitting countries developed long-term pathways that informed the
Paris Climate Agreement and now guide national strategies towards decarbonizing energy systems. Additional countries are encouraged to join
the DDPP initiative.
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Agriculture
The Agricultural Transformation Pathways Initiative supports countries in
choosing targets for sustainable agriculture that are consistent with the
SDGs, and developing technological and socio-economic roadmaps to
meet those targets. Pilot case studies have been completed for China, the
United Kingdom, and Uruguay. The project is currently expanding to
other countries. A complementary project seeks to examine ways to
achieve SDG 2 across the “missing middle” of the agricultural value chain,
the portion that extends from processing and packaging to distribution.

Macroeconomic Analyses and SDG Financing
The SDSN Secretariat works with research partners and international financial institutions to develop macroeconomic planning frameworks that
are consistent with the SDGs. In particular, this requires the inclusion of
climate change, inequalities, urban-rural linkages, and other dimensions
into macroeconomic planning frameworks. The SDSN also conducts comprehensive investment needs assessments for the SDGs in low- and
lower-middle-income countries. At the global level, the SDSN is deeply
engaged in discussions on how the overall effectiveness of multilateral
financing instruments can be improved.
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Solution Networks
National and Regional SDSNs

Spanning six continents, the SDSN network comprises over 750 member
institutions, most of them universities, coordinated by 26 National and
Regional Networks. National and Regional SDSNs promote the localization and implementation of the SDGs, develop long-term transformation
pathways for sustainable development, provide education around
Agenda 2030, and launch solution initiatives to solve particular challenges. Each network focuses on distinct projects and priorities in line
with their unique local contexts and challenges.
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Network
Amazonia
Andes
Australia/Pacific
Brazil
Canada
Caribbean
Colombia
Germany
Great Lakes
Hong Kong
Indonesia
Italia
Japan
Malaysia
Mediterranean

Host Institution
Fundação Amazonas Sustentável, Manaus, Brazil
Yachay Tech University, Urcuquí, Ecuador
Monash University, Melbourne, Australia
Conservation International, Federal Rural University of
Rio de Janeiro, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, &
Instituto Pereira Passos, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Canada
University of the West Indies, Kingston, Jamaica
Universidad de Los Andes, Bogota, Colombia
German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für
Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), Bonn, Germany
University of Rwanda, College of Business and Economics, Kigali, Rwanda
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) and The Hong
Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust (Trust), Hong Kong
Research Center for Climate Change Universitas, Indonesia Depok, and United in Diversity (UID), Jakarta, Indonesia
FondazioneEni Enrico Mattei (FEEM), Milan, Italy
Keio University, supported by the University of Tokyo
and UNU-IAS, Tokyo, Japan
Malaysia Industry-Government Group for High Technology (MIGHT), Cyberjaya, Malaysia
University of Siena, Siena, Italy

University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria, and Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria
Centre for Environment and Sustainability, University
Northern Euof Gothenburg, and Chalmers University of Technolrope
ogy, Gothenburg, Sweden
School of Economics, University of the Philippines,
Philippines
Quezon City, Philippines
Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy
Russia
and Public Administration (RANEPA), Moscow, Russia
Université Cheikh Anta Diop, and Millennium Promise,
Sahel
Dakar, Senegal
Nigeria

10

Southeast
Asia
South Asia
South
Korea
Spain
Switzerland
Turkey

United in Diversity (UID), Jakarta, Indonesia
TERI University, New Delhi, India, and BRAC University,
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Korea University Ojeong Eco-Resilience Center (OJERI),
Seoul, Republic of Korea
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Madrid, Spain
University of Bern, Bern, Switzerland, and BIOVISION,
Zürich, Switzerland
Boğaziçi University, Istanbul, Turkey

11

SDG Centers of Excellence
The SDSN promotes and supports regional SDG Centers of Excellence,
housed within partner institutions, to strengthen research, training, and
policy advice on SDG achievement in specific global regions. The SDG Centers work in partnership with SDSN's National and Regional Networks.
SDG Centers of Excellence operate in three regions: Southeast Asia (Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia); Sub-Saharan Africa (Kigali, Rwanda); and Latin America and the Caribbean (Bogotá, Colombia).

Thematic Networks
Thematic Networks support SDG advocacy and implementation around
specific issue areas. Each network has one or more institutional hosts,
flexible membership arrangements, and the ability to engage large
groups of experts. Thematic Networks act as knowledge hubs, sharing
new developments in research, policy, and program development, as well
as educational materials (including through the SDG Academy). They also
support the National and Regional SDSNs and all SDSN member institutions on advocacy for the SDGs and operationalizing the goals in each
country. Often this is done through the implementation of solution initiatives, projects that promote new technologies, business models, institutional mechanisms, policies and combinations thereof that can dramatically accelerate progress towards sustainable development.
TReNDS
The Thematic Research Network on Data and Statistics for sustainable
development (TReNDS) convenes a multidisciplinary group of high-level
experts to promote learning on evolving issues such as data governance
and to inform investments that harness the data revolution to support
progress on sustainable development. This expert group grounds the
evolving data for sustainable development movement in strong expertise
and evidence, thereby increasing the likelihood that the data revolution
will fulfil its promise of accelerating SDG progress.
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Sustainable Cities
The majority of the world’s population lives in cities, but many cities face
sustainable development challenges, such as growing inequality, air and
water pollution, and lack of access to public services. The Sustainable Cities network works to address these concerns. In addition, the USA Sustainable Cities Initiative works with cities across the United States to integrate the SDGs into municipal sustainability and climate plans through
the development of practical tools and support for high-level convenings
with the United States Conference of Mayors. The Local Data Action Solution Initiative, a joint initiative by the Sustainable Cities network and
TReNDS, awarded micro-grants to five partners who are using data to localize the SDGs in communities around the world. The SDSN also played
an integral role in the Cities IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change) conference in March 2018, working to advance a climate research agenda for local actors.
Humanitarian-Development Linkages
This thematic network looks at how to accelerate progress in the most
fragile regions of the world and how to ensure coherence between the
development and humanitarian agendas. Its work relates in particular to
SDG 16, but relates to aspects of all 17 SDGs.
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Good Governance of Extractives and Land Use
Extractive industries are critical drivers of many economies, but often
place great burdens on societies or the environment. This network looks
at how to better use national resource endowments, including land, for
sustainable development. The group focuses on good resource management, linked to SDG 12, as well as accountability and building strong institutions, as per SDG 16.

Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems
This network explores how to provide healthy diets to a growing world
population while reducing the environmental impact of agriculture. It
also looks at how the three dimensions of sustainable development (economic progress, social inclusion, and environmental sustainability) can be
realized in rural areas. The network’s activities promote the fulfillment of
SDG 2.
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SDSN Youth
Launched in 2015, SDSN Youth educates young people about the challenges of sustainable development and creates opportunities for them to
use their creativity and knowledge to pioneer innovative solutions for
SDG achievement. Comprised of 140 staff and volunteers in more than
30 countries, SDSN Youth reaches 500+ youth organizations and student
associations
working
on
the
SDGs
in
80
countries.
Flagship projects include the annual Youth Solutions Report, which highlights youth-led projects for the SDGs and provides training to young innovators, and the Local Pathways Fellowship, which provides young people with tools and resources to implement sustainable development in
cities. The Global Schools Program provides teachers with resources,
training, and operational roadmaps to teach the SDGs at the primary and
secondary level. The Twenty Thirty initiative uses the arts as a tool for
communicating the SDGs through events, the inclusion of artists in international conferences, and the promotion of new SDG-related art.
SDSN Youth also coordinates global campaigns, such as the Know Your
Goals Campaign. In 2017, the annual campaign supported 150 events in
60 countries, reaching 15,000 participants.
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Education for Sustainable Development
SDG Academy
The SDG Academy provides high-quality, mass online education in the
field of sustainable development. It brings together the world’s foremost
experts on sustainable development – including experts in health, education, human rights, climate change, agriculture and food systems, sustainable investment, and other related fields – to offer a comprehensive
core curriculum, equipping the next generation of sustainable development practitioners to tackle the complex challenges facing our planet. All
course materials are available free of cost to anyone with an internet connection! In its first four years, the SDG Academy garnered 180,000+ enrollments from 190 countries across 17 full-length courses and three
mini-series. A full program on sustainable development topics with specialization tracks and professional certifications is under development.
The SDG Academy works closely with SDSN member institutions to offer
courses that can support and supplement existing educational programs
in sustainable development. The SDG Academy is not a formal educational institution and does not provide university credit for the educational content that it creates. However, the SDG Academy works with university departments, programs, and faculty to explore ways that its
courses can be part of a blended learning environment.
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Global Outreach and Engagement
SDG Financing Initiative
Move Humanity is a new global initiative to establish SDG-focused philanthropy as a global norm, emphasizing the power and potential that our
world’s wealthiest people can have by donating just a small percentage
of their wealth per year to financing our world’s greatest challenges. The
initiative aims to help close the SDG financing gap in the lowest-income
countries by mobilizing a significant increase in private development assistance for critical health, education, and infrastructure needs. It
will produce research on private giving for the SDGs, educate high-networth individuals about giving opportunities, and mobilize funding for
the Goals. Led by Director Jeffrey Sachs and Founder Djaffar Shalchi, it is
a partnership between the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network and Human Act, a Copenhagen-based NGO.

ICSD
The International Conference on Sustainable Development (ICSD) is an
annual event hosted by the SDSN and The Earth Institute, Columbia University, held every September since 2013 during the UN General Assembly in New York, USA. This high-level event brings together more than
1,300 participants to hear the latest research on the SDGs and features
keynote addresses from heads of state, senior UN officials, CEOs, and
global thought leaders.
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LESC
Low-Emissions Solutions Conferences (LESC) are held throughout the
year and organized by the SDSN, the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), and ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability. They promote technology and other solutions that can support the
transition to low-emission economies. Conferences emphasize problem
solving, brainstorming, and global co-creation to inform nations about
the latest technology developments from business, academia, and government. LESCs are hosted alongside premiere climate events throughout the year, including the annual United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of Parties (COP).

A Note of Thanks
The SDSN depends on the generous contributions of donors. We are
grateful for the many governments, foundations, philanthropists, and
businesses who support the SDSN. Without their generous giving our
work would not be possible.
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Contact
info@unsdsn.org
@UNSDSN
facebook.com/UNSDSN

19, rue Bergère
75009 Paris
France

+33 (1) 84 86 06 60
475 Riverside Dr. Suite 530
New York, NY 10115
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